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Background

Tanzania has struggled to meet global and national maternal health targets in the last 20 years. The maternal mortality ratio (MMR) in Tanzania is 556/100, 000 live births unless intentional efforts are made the SDG of 140/100,000 is unachievable. The Government of Tanzania has recommended high impact, innovative, integrated, quality interventions to meet current global MMR target. This includes high coverage of evidence-based interventions such as quality Antenatal Care (ANC), Post Natal Care (PNC) and quality improvement initiatives. According to the WHO effective coverage think tank the quality of ANC can be measured through the quality adjusted coverage as a proxy to effective coverage. Quality adjusted coverage is the proportion of the population in need of service that encounters a health system which is ready to provide services according to the standards of care. However, it is unclear what the extent of implementation of the WHO recommendations in GF ANC/PNC quality improvement programme supported countries of Kenya, Tanzania, and Nigeria (2022-2024). This study also aims to determine the effect of the programme on effective coverage of ANC in supported facilities in Tanzania. 
Objectives

The main objective is to determine the effective coverage and situation analysis of antenatal care specific packages of intervention and the extent of adaption of the WHO 2016 antenatal care recommendations. 
The specific objectives are: 

1) Systematic Review on Quality adjusted coverage of antenatal care in sub-Saharan Africa, 
2) To determine the extent to which the current ANC guidelines in Tanzania, Kenya and Nigeria have adapted the 2016 WHO recommendations on ANC and
3) To evaluate the impact of implementation of the GF program on quality of care of ANC/PNC in Tanzania
Methods

A systematic review registered on PROSPERO will be used for objective 1. A mixed methods study that includes a cross sectional and cohort study designs will be used to address objectives 2 and 3.
quality assessment, the studies that meet the criteria will then proceed to data extraction. Descriptive description of the included studies will be done, and then narrative synthesis will be done on the quality of antenatal care. A meta-analysis will be done for quantitative studies with similar outcomes and methodological designs.

Mapping of the Antenatal care guideline in Tanzania, Kenya and Nigeria will be done evaluate the extent to which each have adapted the WHO 2016 ANC recommendations. Key Informant interviews will be conducted to assess the factors and policies influencing uptake and implementation of the WHO guidelines in these countries. Assessment of the current antenatal care practices in Tanzania at health facility level will be done by direct observation of antenatal care visits.
The impact of the Global fund project on the coverage of quality ANC will be assessed by using intervention trial study design in intervention and control health facilities. Using service availability and readiness assessment tools and standard based audit tools, the two groups will be compared. 
Conclusion

Increased effective coverage of ANC is a good measure of quality of care and is likely to reduce the rates of preventable maternal morbidities and mortality.
